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able, but there are others who view the educated man as one who can
proceed from the observed facts to his own conclusions. Since the author
assumes a thorough knowledge of the preclinical sciences, including ana-
tomical pathology in his reader, one wonders if this reader might not be
ready for the more advanced books on function.
The printer has come to the aid of the student with an easy-to-read type
face, but the paper and cover are too flimsy to withstand much heavy
studying.
0. L. K.
METHODS IN MEDICAL RESEARCH. M. B. Visscher, Editor-in-Chief.
Chicago, The Yearbook Publishers, Inc., 1951. 306 pp., illus.
This volume includes sections on histochemistry, determination of fluid
and electrolyte distribution, procedures used in gastro-intestinal studies and
tissue culture. A brief resume of the topics presented is as follows: 1. Histo-
chemistry by G. Gomori: methods of detection of inorganic and organic
substances including enzyme activity with a section on buffers. 2. Fluid and
electrolyte distribution, edited by L. B. Flexner: measurement of total body
water and plasma volume by different methods; calcium ion concentration
and flame photometry. 3. Studies on gastro-intestinal pressures, innerva-
tion, and secretions edited by J. P. Quigley: methods of determining intra-
luminal pressures of the gastro-intestinal tract and secretory activity of
pancreas and stomach. 4. Tissue culture methods, edited by L. M. Pomerat:
preparation of media for specific purposes; methods for quantitative studies
on cells in zitro (including cell growth) and for studies upon organized
growth as of tissue; methods of observing the action upon cells of physical
and chemical agents including radiation as well as drugs in assay or screen-
ing tests; brief presentations on phase and electron microscopy as applied
to tissue culture cells.
Some forty-one authors have contributed, each prominent in his own
specialty. The sections are written in considerable detail in most instances.
This should enable the reader to carry out the procedures often without
reference to the original work. Admittedly however, some recipes are easier
to transmit than others and a compendium of this small size cannot always
be sufficient unto itself.
HENRY BUNTING
COMPARATIVE PHYSIOLOGY OF THE THYROID AND PARATHYROID GLANDS.
By Walter Fleischmann. Springfield, Illinois, Charles C Thomas, 1951.
78 pp. $2.25.
This interesting monograph of seventy-eight pages is Publication Num-
ber 118 in the "American Lecture Series" edited by Willard 0. Thompson.
This series is becoming well known for its pocket-size, up-to-date pre-
sentations, bound in flexible black covers.
Fleischmann's monograph brings together many isolated findings in
paleo-endocrinology and comparative endocrinology which have not been
readily accessible to experimental and practising endocrinologists. The
several chapters discuss tunicates and acraniates, fish, amphibia, reptiles,
birds, and mammals. Relatively little human data are involved in the last-
named section, but a goodly variety of domestic experimental animals is
covered.